THE ARMY DOES NOT SURRENDER

of violence would be allowed and that there was perfectly
good order.

This behaviour on the part of the Nationalists probably
meant that they did not know the real situation of our
forces and they assumed this attitude for fear that acts of
violence on their part would provoke a reaction from the
Republican forces.

Through the events which I have already explained, it
happened that on the morning of the sgth, practically all
the armies were dissolved. At eleven o'clock I gave
instructions for the surrender, a surrender which naturally
could not be made because none of the fronts were
garrisoned.

On the morning of the sgth, messages were repeated to
the Presidents of France and Mexico, most anxiously
pleading for their help.

At this time, only the Councillors for National Defence,
Government, the Exchequer, Public Instruction and
Communications remained with me in Valencia. The
President of the Council General Miaja, had left by
aeroplane for Oran at dawn of that day.

From the balcony of my office I watched the spectacle
of Valencia. Agitation and excitement were to be seen
everywhere and one felt that there was an atmosphere of
extraordinary stress.

At midday, when I was holding a meeting with the
other Councillors, it was announced to us that Nationalist
Representatives in Valencia wished to have an interview
with the Council, that first we should receive a visit from
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